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Gerardo Alberto MASSACCESI
Agricultural Engineer
Certified Quality Auditor 
ASQ Member # 63002777
________________________________________________________ 

Education

· 2000-2001: Certified Quality Auditor (CQA) Post-graduate specialization. Accredited degree by the ASQ (American Society for Quality), Argentina, December 2001.

· 1989: Fellowship at Centrale Ortofrutticola Fruit Horticulture Produce Center Advanced Specialization Studies. Cesena (Italy)

· 1989 Micro propagation of Tree Species -Post graduate specialization in Vitrocoop Laboratory, Cesena (Italy). 

· 1989 Integrated Pest Management (IPM), within the framework of the Regional Project Post graduate specialization in Lotta Integratta e Lotta Guidatta de la Regione Emilia-Romagna-Italia. Biolab Laboratory. Fruit Horticulture Produce Center, Cesena (Italy)

· 1989. Cooperatives: Development, Organization and Management. (Italy). 

· 1988: Professional Agricultural Engineer: a graduate from the College of Agricultural Engineering and Sciences. Universidad Nacional Del Sur, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 1988

________________________________________________________

Other Professional Certifications

· HAZARD ANALYSIS CRITICAL CONTROL POINT (HACCP) Certification – October 30, 2012.

· 2002-Present: Member # 63002777 of American Society for Quality (ASQ) as Certified Quality Auditor (CQA).

· 1988: Registered as a Professional Engineer (P.Eng.) by the National Council of professional Agricultural engineers (since 1988). (Professional License Nº 13.246)

· 1988- Registered as a Professional Engineer (P.Eng.) by the provincial association of professional engineers since 1988 (State of Rio Negro Professional License Nº 327)

· 1988-Present: Phytosanitary Inspector for the Safety and Quality Control of Pears and Apples. Registered under the Law 2712/79, # 77. Issued by the Ministry of Agriculture, Cattle, Fisheries and Food, Argentina.

________________________________________________________


Specialty Areas

· Design, implementation, management and audits in Food Quality Assurance Systems.

· Audits, Pre and post-harvesting (processing and packaging) handling of climacteric fruit (mainly berries, kiwi, grapes, citrus, apples, pears, and stone fruits); 

· Managing of Packing houses, cold storage facilities and processing plants.

· Fruit diversity and micro propagation.

· Technical consultancy to fruit growers in quality enhancement.

· Fruit business industry, focused on fruit production, logistics and marketing (with special emphasis on domestic and international market).
_______________________________________________________

Special Projects and Presentations

· 2009 Guest speaker at the Second Foreign Trade Colloquium, organized by government officials, and business owners, exporters, and producers of citric fruit from the Entre Rios Province in Argentina. Held at: ARGENTINE EMBASSY, Washington, DC. October 8, 2009.

Title: “Issues dealing with the import of Argentine citric into the US market”. Other topics Included: sanitary restrictions, market analysis, shipping and best handling practices, etc. 

· 2008 Guest speaker at the First Foreign Trade Colloquium, series of talks held between government representatives, lawmakers, business owners, exporters, and growers from Rio Negro, Argentina. Topics included ways to improve and increase fruit exports from Argentina to the US. Port of Wilmington, DE. May 2008. 

· 2000-2001 P.A.I. S.A representative on the I.N.T.A Board (National Institute of Agricultural Technology) for the Ripening and Post harvesting Programs, which coordinates and schedules harvesting dates in the Upper Valley of Río Negro and Neuquén (Patagonia-Argentina) 

· 1999-2001 Initial design, layout, development and experimental application of the Certified Fruit Program, audited under INSPECTORATE, Argentina, on behalf of P.A.I. S.A.

· 1999-2001 P.A.I. S.A. Representative for the technical committee of C.A.F.I. (Cámara Argentina de Fruticultores Integrados. Argentina). (In Eng: Argentine Chamber of Integrated Fruit Exporters), which designs and develops the Good Manufacture Practices Manual for Argentine Fruticulture (GMP Manual). 

· 1992-1994/ 1998-2001: Graphic designer of packaging containers for fruit for export and domestic marketing (for P.A.I. S.A.) 

· 1987-1990 Initial Design and Project Manager of the Fruit Diversification Program in the Upper Valley of Rio Negro, under the auspices of the Province Government Office for Fruit Production (Ente Provincial de Fruticultura), based in Rio Negro. Argentina.

Work Experience


· December 2018 - Present: Fruit Inspector and Surveyor at HDI Marine.

· August 2012 – August 2017: Repack Operations Manager at INTERNATIONAL REPACK Inc., with programing, developing and supervision of all Operations of Recondition, Conversion, Bagging and Ripening of all kind of fruits and vegetables likes apples, pears, nectarines, plums, peaches, kiwis, avocados, oranges, clementines, lemons, mangos, pineapples, peppers, tomatoes, blueberries, raspberries, blackberries, cherries, grapes, etc.
Direct supervision of QC inspectors at Repacking room.

· Present: (a) Agricultural consultant in matters of enterprise, logistics, technical commerce and GAP - GMP in fruit and vegetable handling for export. Ministry of Agricultural and Commercial Affairs. Argentine Embassy, Washington, DC.

· (b) Business consultant in fruit commercial agreements when importing fruit from Latin America (i.e. mainly, pears, apples, peaches, berries, cherries, citric, mangos, grapes, from Argentina, Chile, Peru, Brazil), and Europe (i.e. clementine, blood oranges, kiwi, grapes, from Spain and Italy etc.).

· November 2009-June 2011: QUALITY ASSURANCE, and Packing Supervisor at AMC Direct Inc., New Jersey, USA, with supervision in re-packing programs, arriving fruit inspection and inspection reports, pre-shipping inspection to domestic customers. Also, contact with overseas exporters to reach potential commodities to receive in USA and Canada

· July 2008-September 2009: QUALITY ASSURANCE MANAGER at FISHER CAPESPAN USA LLC, New Jersey, USA, with supervision of imported fruit inspection, inventory and pre-shipping inspection to domestic customers. Also, contact with overseas exporters to find potential commodities to receive in USA and Canada.

· Aug 2004-2008: QUALITY ASSURANCE at SBROCCO INTERNATIONAL, New Jersey, USA. Fruit inspector of apples, pears, stone fruits, Clementine, grapes, chestnuts and oranges. Also, contact with overseas exporters to find potential commodities to receive in USA and Canada.

· Feb 2002-Jul 2004: QUALITY ASSURANCE at Bocchi Americas Associates, Philadelphia, PA. Quality inspection of apples, pears, stone fruits, Clementine, grapes, mangoes, chestnuts, peppers, tomatoes, and oranges. 

· 1992-1994/1998-2001: Agricultural Engineer for P.A.I. S.A. (Productores Argentinos Integrados), an Export Fruit Company. Provides representation, advisory services as well as technical assistance. I did QUALITY CONTROL at the various packinghouses and Cold Storage Plants belonging to PAI consortium. I supervised overseas shipping, storage and domestic trade. Likewise, he coordinates logistics and Domestic Market Loading. 

· 1985-2001: Agricultural Technical Director for S.E.F.A.  S.A., Villa Regina. Supervision and advisory services to four orchards, covering an area of 117 hectares. 

· 1991: Accredited Certified Phytosanitary Inspector authorized by the Argentine Ministry of Agriculture, Cattle and Fisheries to carry out entomology inspection within the framework of Export Program to the US. 

· 1989-1991: Vice president of the Fruticulture Department, Government Office of Rio Negro. Argentina.

· 1989: Technical and Management Assistant. Fruticulture Department. Government Office of Rio Negro. Argentina.

· 1988-1989: Initial Design and Project Manager of the Fruit Diversification Program in the Upper Valley of Rio Negro, under the auspices of the Province Government Office for Fruit Production (Ente Provincial de Fruticultura), based in Rio Negro. Argentina

· 1988: Professional Agricultural Engineer at Fruticulture Government Office in Rio Negro. Provided consultancy services as well as assistance in the fruit industry to fruit growers, mainly in fruit production, logistics, and orchard management. 

· 1987-1989: Technical and Management Assistance. Packing House “La Cautiva”, Villa Regina, Rio Negro. Argentina. 

________________________________________________________

Other Past Work Experience

· 1994-1998 CEO of LA CUMBRE S.A. Villa Regina (Río Negro)
________________________________________________________

Professional Conferences and Symposia (1987-2001) as presenter or participant

Presenter

· May 22-23 1991. Coordinator and Presenter. “Primeras Jornadas Patagónicas de Áreas Bajo Riego”. (First Patagonian Irrigated Areas Series) Viedma (R.N.). Organized by CONADEPA (Comisión Nacional para la Promoción y Desarrollo de la Región Patagónica), and IDEVI (Instituto de Desarrollo del Valle Inferior). 

· December 12-14 1988: Speaker at “Primeras Jornadas de Trabajo sobre Reconversión  Frutícola” (In Eng: First Workshop on Fruit Restructuring). Mendoza. Organized by the government of Mendoza. 

· November 18-19 1988: Plenary Speaker at Asamblea Nacional de las Economías  Regionales. Neuquén. (Regional Economies National Conference) Acting Commissioner of Fruit Conversion and Diversification


Participant

· September 19-21 2007. “Introductory & Advanced Produce Inspection Training Program”. U.S. Department of Agriculture and United Fresh Produce Association, Frederickburg, VA. 

· June 19-21 2001. “HACCP Training”. INSPECTORATE, ARGENTINA. General Roca (Río Negro). 

· December 7 2000. Seminar “Fright Transportation Logistics””. General Roca (Río Negro).

· November 7-8 2000. Workshop “Implementación del Sistema de Mitigación del Riesgo para Cydia molesta” (In Eng.: Implementation of Risk Mitigation System for Cydia molesta) Allen (Río Negro-Argentina). 

· August 31- September 1 2000. Workshop "Trazabilidad de Frutas y Hortalizas en el MERCOSUR”. (In Eng: Traceability of Fruit and Vegetables in the MERCOSUR). Organizad by SENASA (Servicio Nacional de Sanidad y Calidad Agroalimentaria). Buenos Aires. 

· May 13-15 1996. "Tercer Seminario Internacional sobre conceptos modernos del Marketing de productos Frutihortícolas MARKFRESH ‘96" (In Eng: Third International Seminar on Modern Concepts of Fruit and Vegetable Products- MARKFRESH Marketing). Buenos Aires.

· December 14-18 1992: "Primer Curso Preparatorio de Certificadores de Calidad para la Comunidad Económica Europea" (In Eng. “First Introductory Course in Quality Certification for the European Union”). Corporación del Mercado Central de la ciudad de Buenos Aires. Produce: pears, apples, peaches, plums, strawberries, grapes and garlic. Organized by IASCAV.

· May 11-15 1992 "Curso Internacional de Manzanas" (In Eng. International Apple Symposium”. General Roca. Duration 40 hours. Organized by Estación Experimental Alto Valle del INTA.

· October 29-31 1991. 2º Taller de Heladas" (In Eng. Second Workshop on Fruit Frost). Neuquen. Organized by School of Engineering of University of Comahue. Patagonia. Argentina. 

· October 15-18 1991. "Primer Curso Internacional de Postcosecha" (In Eng: International Post Harvest Symposium”) Santiago de Chile. Organized by Dpto. de Producción Agrícola. Facultad de Ciencias Agrarias y Forestales. University of Chile. 

· July 4 1991. "Seminario de Actualización en Técnicas de Postcosecha", (In Eng: Technical Upgrade Post Harvest Conference) General Roca, R.N. Organized by C.A.F.I. (Cámara Argentina de Fruticultores Integrados) and I.N.T.A. Alto Valle. Lecturer: Dr.E.C.Lougheed, from University of Guelph, Ontario

· May 29-31 1991. “I Congreso Internacional de la Frutihorticultura Argentina FRUTAR `91” (In Eng. First International Conference on Fruthorticulture). Organized by Secretary of Agriculture, Cattle and Fishery of Argentina.

· April 22-26 1991. “Curso Internacional de Peras” (In English, International Pear Conference). General Roca, Rio Negro. Argentina. 40 hours. Organized by:Estación  Experimental Agropecuaria Alto Valle del INTA 

· May 7-12 1990. “Curso Nacional para Peritos en Granizo” (In Eng. National Conference for Experts in Hail). General Roca, Rio Negro. Argentina. Estación Experimental Agropecuaria Alto Valle del INTA.

· November 6-9 1989. “Chile: Primer Congreso Internacional de la Fruta”. (In Eng, First International Conference on Fruit) Fundación Chile. Santiago de Chile.

· October 19-20 1989. Workshop: “Técnicas de Pronóstico y Tecnologías en la Lucha contra las Heladas” (In Eng. Forecasting Techniques and Technologies in the Fight against Frost.) School of Engineering of University of Comahue. Patagonia. Argentina. 

· August 30- September 2 1989. “Producción y Comercialización de Uvas de Mesa”. (In Eng. Production and Marketing of Table Grapes) General Roca, Rio Negro. ARGENTINA. Instituto Nacional de Vitivinicultura y el Gobierno de Río Negro.

· April 28 1989: “Ruolo e Prospettive dell`impresa cooperativa ortofrutticola nel                                         sistema agroalimentari” (In Eng. The Role and Prospects of cooperative enterprise in the horticultural agri-foodsystem"). Cesena (ITALIA). At MACFRUT International Fair 

· April 28 1989: “Le Problematiche inerenti l'esportazione dei Prodotti Ortofrutticoli”, Cesena. Assessorato di Agricoltura e Alimentazione de la Regione Emilia-Romagna. 
        (In Eng: "The issues concerning the export of products Fruit Horticulture, Cesena. Department of Agriculture and Food of Emilia-Romagna.) At MACFRUT International Fair.

· April 20 1989: “La Coltura del Susino” (In Eng: The Culture of Plums”) Conference. Faenza (ITALIA). Societá Ortícola Italiana. 

· April 12,1989 “Secondo Meeting Agricoltura e Futuro” (In Eng.: Agriculture and The Future). Cesena (ITALIA). APO Export Cesena. 

· March 24,1989: “Prospettive   della Frutticoltura negli anni 90 Symposium”. (In Eng.: The Prospects of Fruit in the 90's Symposium) Bologna (ITALIA). Camera di Comercio, Industria e Agricoltura di Bologna. 

· November 28-29 1988: II Jornadas de Producción Hortícola (Seminars on Horticulture Production). Organized by the Ministry of Natural Resources, Río Negro.  Luis Beltrán (R.N.).

· April 11 to May 6, 1988: Growing and Developing Control in Deciduous Fruits.  Desarrollado en la Facultad de Ciencias Agrarias de la Universidad Nacional del Comahue, Argentina, Abril 1989. (130 horas)

· August 10-14 1987: Fruit Marketing.  At Corporation of Central Market.  Buenos Aires. Argentina. 





________________________________________________________
Computer Skills

· Expert at Excel and Corel Draw.
· Superior skills in Famous.   
· Superior Skills in Word, Access, Photo Shop, Auto CAD, 

________________________________________________________

Languages

· Spanish: Native speaker 
· English: Aural, reading comprehension (Level: Advanced). Spoken and written production (Fluent)
· Italian: Spoken and written (Level: Advanced)
________________________________________________________

Other Training

· PRIVATE PILOT. License # 25,442, File # 33,289, with approximately 230 hours flying experience.
________________________________________________________




MASSACCESI, Gerardo 
Home Phone: (215) 230-6971
Cellular: (267) 221-6667
E-mail: g.massaus@gmail.com
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