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[bookmark: _GoBack]FOOD & PRODUCE INDUSTRY PROFESSIONAL
SALES & BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
Top-producing sales pro, versatile marketing and produce industry Expert.
History of innovating and streamlining Food Sales and Marketing
Tenacious in building new business, securing customer loyalty and forging strong relationships. 
			  CORE COMPETENCIES
· Strong promoter of fresh produce and pre-cut vegetables throughout the produce industry, working with packaging companies to develop packaging specifically for whole and cut produce. Thus building unique relationships with our clientele.

· Strong relationship builder, well-connected and networked in the restaurant—food service industry—cold chain distribution.

· Contributed to increasing shelf life and quality of packaged items by collaborating on the development of OTR containers and bags, improving produce quality and marketability.  

· Well-rounded professional with experience working in numerous areas of a produce business. Proficient in Microsoft Office-Outlook-Data Based software.

· Passionate about building new projects, creating strong client relationships and designing new marketing ideas.

· Comfortable working with people in all areas of the industry, including multinational franchise food companies, grocery store chains, processors, packing operations and food safety.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

 Sales Manager – Preferred Brands LLC-Michigan – Detroit, MI.  2000-2018
     Initiated several key partnerships which resulted in 400+% revenue growth    	 	                                 respectfully from 2002--2018.
· Received "Supplier of the Year" 2010 and 2015 from three of the company’s largest Regional/National accounts. Earned exceptional ratings and testimonials from clients.
· Collaborated with customers and manufacturing to design new cost-effective packaging and products while maintaining or increasing shelf life.
· Set up current food safety program to meet the requirements for company’s largest customer base. This Includes all HACCP based Food Safety Schematics-FDA-FSMA-HARPC and SQF Schematics.
· Maintain a good working relationship with Customers both new and current, always maintaining an attitude that I will fix any issue—ALWAYS. 

 Operations & Sales – Preferred Brands LLC-Florida – Orlando, FL.  1992-2000
·  Managed the Florida produce and processing operation. Established new customers while maintaining current customers throughout Florida, I increased sales and profits each year. 
· Established a distribution center in Orlando, FL. to better serve our growing Florida customer base, and opening up new market areas.
· Implemented a food safety program added new equipment to keep up with rising sales and customer demands.

· Sold company in year 2000 and moved to Michigan becoming Sales Leader at Preferred Brands MI. (Detroit).





    CAREER-RELATED TRAINING/EDUCATION &TRAINING

 Attended numerous Produce Industry Sales & Marketing seminars, focusing on customer loyalty and satisfaction—1995-2017.
Certified in HACCP -FDA -USDA-SQF International HACCP Alliance Certified -Texas A&M—2011. 
		Continuing Education in Food Safety: Advanced HACCP, SQF, GSFI, FSMA and basic microbiology. Silkier Labs—2012.
 Coursework in Food Processing, Food Borne Illness Prevention, current laws 		and regulations with regards to FDA.(Produce Traceability Initiative). Source: Trade show forums and industry sources—2008—Current.                        
 Helped develop proper reduction and testing in relationships to RTE foods. Developed FSMA compliance.  Fresh Produce Processor, 2-day conference (Farm to Fork) in Salinas, CA.—2010.
  Worked & Consulted with Biological Research Labs LLC (Rochester Mi.) which included, training programs for Environmental control of all pathogens specifically, Listeria Monocytogenes, E-Coli and Salmonella. Helped develop proper reduction in APC & Yeast/Mold testing in relationships to RTE foods. Developed Programs for shelf life extension through proper testing using BIOMERIOUX SYSTEMS—2014-2018.
						REFERENCES
    Mike Bommarito-President
RAM Produce LLC.
Detroit Produce Terminal
313. 841. 9200

Scott Dennis -President -CEO
Albert's Organics Produce
Logan, NJ.
856. 241. 9090

Anthony Piantoni-Vice President -Operations
Preferred Brands Michigan
Detroit, MI.
313. 350.8153
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