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mklueber7577@gmail.com  | 301-461-1652 | Oak Ridge, North Carolina 27310
Produce Buyer
Career Profile and Qualifications
 
More than 25 years extensive experience in procuring up to 500 highest quality conventional and organic produce commodities; expertise in storage, handling, quality control, and logistics. Excellent performance in building and maintaining working relationships with vendors, customers, and peers. Skilled at cost negotiation, sourcing, sales analysis, and inventory category management.
Career Summary
From purchasing for 20 retail operations through a self-distributing warehouse in Florida to directing three distributors in supplying 161 stores in 21 states, supporting sales of 1.5 million dollars per week contributing to a 7.5% sales increase last year. 
Achieved and maintained a 95% or better fill rate across all commodities. 
Maximized Days on Hand reporting ensuring the highest quality product supplied to stores as well as inventory turns at the distribution centers reducing shrink at all locations.
Employment History
 The Fresh Market, Greensboro, NC, 2014 – 2019
Sr. Category Manager						2016 – 2019
· Select produce product mix for retail sales in support of 161 stores across 21 states.
· Direct 4 distribution hubs as to the required product mix, preferred supply vendor, cost, pack, and product specifications.
· Conduct three conference calls per week with the distribution hubs discussing product mix, supply issues, key item inventory levels, upcoming ads and events, volume forecasting, etc.
· Interact in weekly ad planning meetings and monthly marketing meetings.
· Establish and retain working relationships with farmers and suppliers both domestic and international to ensure consistent supplies of key items.
· Develop and assist team members
Category Manager 						2014 - 2016
 Whole Foods Market, Landover, Md., Pompano Beach, Fl. 1992-2014

· Maintain inventory levels to support $1 to 1.5 million in weekly sales supporting 20 to 36 retail outlets
· Establish and maintain relationships with vendors to sustain consistent supplies
· Successfully negotiate prices to support margin expectations and ensure lower cost of goods
· Update commodity inventory levels daily and adjust purchases accordingly
· Conduct daily calls with coordinators and merchandisers concerning costs, retails, margins, advantages, and liabilities
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Conduct weekly ad planning meetings for added sales, discussion of new items, merchandising strategies, and seasonal changeovers
· Participate in weekly conference calls with Produce Team Leaders to discuss product updates and warehouse support
· Review weekly sales, inventory value, and movement reports
· Work with both shipping and receiving to ensure timely arrival, storage, and shipping of product
· Work with accounts payable for timely payment to vendors as well as credit resolution to both vendors and stores
· Provide customer service to stores for order adjustments and corrections as well as credits, special requests, and problem resolution
· Train and develop team members
· Attend trade shows and vendor fairs


Sr. Produce Buyer 						2010 - 2014 Pompano Beach, Fl.
Asst. Facility Team Leader of Purchasing 			2009 - 2010 Pompano Beach, Fl.
Produce Buyer							1996 - 2009 Rockville / Landover, Md.


Education

Intermediate Excel 2016 Certificate
US Navy


